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Af CLINICS. in this part of the body does not present 
— much of the areolar structure, the inflam- 
. Clinical Lecture on Abscess of the Axilla.’ mation has little tendency to spread, and 
5 | Me Jy Prof. Vetreav. ‘the phlegmon assumes rather the appear- 
1 (extLEMEN,—Of the various diseases’ ance of a boil; it cannot penetrate deeply, 
. hich occur in the region of the axilla, ab-' on account of the dense structure under- 
wes is certainly one of the most frequent; , neath, but advances rapidly to the skin. 
é you will find but little information in’ This kind of abscess is frequently accom- 
_ argical works on the seat, extent, and na- ‘ panied by very severe pain, and almost al- 
| BJ veof purulent collections, in this part of ways terminates in suppuration. Its treat- 
| | By % body. I shall, therefore, describe to’ ment is simple enough; you have merely to 
4 1, to-day, axillary abscess, as I did, on a, apply emollient or opiate catap!asms to the 
_ # ‘mer occasion, abscess in the iliac region. > part until suppuration is completed; if the 
‘ Vth regard to their seat, we have several \ abscess be slow in pointing, you may excite 
| # iveties of this affection. it by some stimulant plaster. Open the ab- 
; 1, Superficial Phlegmonous Abscess.—’ scess as soon as you can, and do not wait 
_ & ‘tese are seated in the superficial layers of until the skin has become very thin. 


#@ ‘cellular tissue. They are oftenthecon-' 2. Phlegmonous Erysipelas.—This variety 
r “ence of some critical effort of nature, or ‘ is usually seated in the deep layer of the sub- 
a vy may depend on neglect of cleanliness, ‘ cutaneous cellular tissue; hence the inflam- 
@ “diritation of the sebaceous follicles, but‘ mation has a tendency to spread, because 


“dom arise in consequence of injury to’ the dayer alluded to is continuous with the 


if ue upper extremities. As the cellular tissue ‘same structure in neighbouring parts. ‘The 
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S6 CLINICS. 


inflammation, in cases of this kind, is severe, 

and not unattended with danger; the fever 

is often very high ; the character of the pain 

dull, lancinating, or pricking. It sometimes 

extends to the deeper layers of cellular tis- 

sue, and uccasions deep abscess. Phlegmo- 

nous erysipelas of this region commonly | 
terminates in suppuration; sometimes in 

induration and the fermation of tumours, 

which afilict the patients during the rest of 
their lives. When the matter comes for- 

ward towards the skin, instead of burrowing 

down on the fascia, the case is more favour- 

able; it then becomes circumscribed, and 

when the matter is discharged the abscess ‘ 
soon heals. ‘I'he treatment consists in the. 
application of a large number of leeches to 
the inflamed part, an antiphlogistic regimen, 

poultices, &c.; still I must confess that all 

my efforts have never enabled me, ina single : 
instance, to prevent the formation of matter. ; 
I have already spoken to you at considerable . 
length on the subject of diffused phlegmon 
and its treatment, and shall not, therefore, 
recur to the subject here, further than to’ 
remind you that the means on'which I place 

greatest reliance are incisions and blisters. 

3. Glandular Phlegmon.—Acute inflam- > 
mation of the axillary glands may arise from | 
various diseases or accidents seated on the | 
chest, arm, or fingers, &c.; it may extend. 
towards the skin or the upper part of the. 
axilla, and remain, in the latter case, con- ‘ 
cealed for a long time. This is the form: 
which we so often see in medical students, 
as a consequence of dissecting wounds. It; 
may, however, arise without any evident: 
exciting cause, when it is slow in progress. 
and attended with little suppuration. In 
acute inflammation of the glands of the! 
axilla, the disease so spreads to the sur-’ 
rounding cellular tissue that suppuration is | 
all but inevitable; the chronic form may be. 
conlined to the ganglia, and give rise to vari-} 
ous secondary affections of these organs. 

In the treatment of glandular phlegmon of | 
the axilla, you must have recourse to general | 
and local bleeding, by which the formation | 
of matter is often prevented; poultices are | 
then applied, and the abscess opened when | 
it is ripe. You must not, however, be in| 
too great a hurry to use the lancet, lest infil- : 
tration of pus into the surrounding parts. 
should occur. This form of abscess is not} 
attended with any serious consequences, un- 
less the inflammation extend to the cellular: 

tissue of the axilla. 


\ 
4 


axilla; the patient died. 


4, Deep Phlegmon.—Here the inflamma. 
tion is seated in the cellular substance which 
fills up the cavity of the axilla; itis the most 
dangerous form of all ; the inflammation sane 
extend in various directions, between th, 
pectoralis major and chest, the clavicle and 
muscles, under the scapula, between the 
trapezius and latissimus dorsi, &c. In other 
cases we find the inflammation extendins to 
the neck between the clavicle, first rib, ar 
edge of the scapula, along the course of the 
nerves; or it may pass into the chest, 
through the mediastina, and excite inflam. 
mation of the pleura. Purulent matter forms 
with great rapidity in cases of the kind now 
under consideration; we must, therefore, 
employ the most active measures, without 


delay, to prevent the disease extending to 


the neck or chest. General and local bleed. 
ing, emollients, &c. ; in a word, the strictest 
antiphlogistic measures are required. When 
the abscess has formed, you must open it at 
once, to prevent infiltration of the pus. 
Axillary abscess, gentlemen, may arise 
from causes other than those which I have 
just mentioned. It may depend on caries of 
the ribs or clavicle; disease of the scapula, 
head of the humerus or shoulder-joint. Deep- 
seated abscess of the neck, or matter from 
the chest, may extend to the maxillary re- 
gion. In 1829 I amputated the arm of a 
young man who had received a gunshot 
wound; shortly afterwards an abscess form- 
ed in the shoulder, and then another in the 
On examining the 
body, I found that the pus had perforated 
the capsular ligament of the shoulder-joint, 
and thus found its way into the axilla. In 
1831 I saw a similar case at La Pitié, in a 
man who died after amputation of a finger. 
In many cases I have seen enormous abscess 
of the axilla produced by caries of the upper 
ribs; in the case of a patient cut off by 
phthisis, the pulmonary abscess is commu- 


-nicated through an oblique channel, witha 


collection of pus in the axilla; in other cases 
these abscesses were produced by the lacera- 
tion of tissues during violent exertion of the 
limb. Whatever be the cause of deep ab- 
scess of the axilla, it is a disease which re- 
quires the utmost attention of the practitioner. 
The anatomical arrangement of the parts" 
this and the neighbouring regions, explains 
how the pus may extend in a variety of div 
rections. It usually follows the course ol 
the nerves upwards, and reappears at the 
lower part of the neck. Unless arrested by 
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ie fascia Which descends from the clavicle ‘attended with many inconveniences. In 
» the humerus and pectoralis minor, it will ) cases of superficial abscess, the latter mode 
tend forwards between the shoulder, clavi- of proceeding would give rise to considerable 
je, and thorax. In rarer cases the abscess suffering, and the danger of purulent infiltra- 
‘st works its way downwards, and then tion; while the third species of abscess evi- 
jescends behind the scapula. Sometimes dently requires to be opened without delay : 
we find the matter spreading in all these any hesitation on the part of the practitioner 
directions at once. I remember a case in‘ would be an unpardonable imprudence. The 
which the pus first appeared between the deep-seated abscess may be opened before it 
spine and posterior edge of the shoulder; it is quite ripe; the inflammatory tumefaction 
ext pointed in the fossa supra clavicularis, is thus more quickly dissipated; besides, 
and finally in front of the chest. The three you should remember that a long time may 
collections of matter communicated with the » pass over before you can feel the fluctuation 
original abscess of the axilla. distinctly, from the depth and yielding na- 
Another patient presented evident marks ture of the parts. A working man was ad- 
of fuctuation at the base of the axilla and mitted into La Pitié, in 1832, with severe 
lower part of the neck, with a third abscess’ pain and swelling in the axilla; the febrile 
in front; a single puncture with the lancet symptoms ran high, and there was every 
evacuated the three collections. In the year ‘sign of an extensive abscess, except fluctu- 
1331 I saw, at the Hospital of La Pitié, a‘ ation; the skin was not discoloured. | 
young boy with an abscess over the shoul- plunged a bistoury into the axilla to the 
der; this was opened on the following morn- depth of at least three quarters of an inch. 
ing; it communicated with a second abscess and evacuated a glassfulof pus. ‘The open- 
seated between the pectoralis minor, chest, ‘ing, in these cases, should always be free. 
and serratus. In several other instances I ’ for, unless you make a large incision, the 
have seen abscess of the axilla penetrate into matter continues to burrow, and the abscess 
the chest and produce speedy dissolution. ‘is only partially emptied. Much caution is, 
The most dangerous consequences, gen- of course, required in operating on such a 
tlemen, frequently result from abscess in this region as the axilla, where so many import- 
region of the body, yet authors make little ant vessels and nerves exist; to avoid dan- 
mention of the subject; in a few works, | ger, you should direct the instrument up- 
however, we have some well-marked cases. ’ wards and inwards, the point being carried 
The son of the celebrated surgeon, Petit, towards the upper part of the walls of the 
died from an abscess of this kind. Fabricius } chest; in this way you may open abscesses 
Hildanus says positively that a child, eigh- ; of the axilla without fear of wounding any- 
en months old, was cut off by an abscess thing except the glands, the thoracic branches 
ofthe axilla, which separated the pleura from ‘of the subclavian, and some nervous fila- 
the ribs and attacked the lungs; the disease} ments. Should the abscess be large, it is 
commenced at the age of two months. We ‘unnecessary to press out the matter; it is 
have some examples of a similar effect of even better to leave the evacuation of the 
axillary abscess in the writings of Ravaton, pus to the natural contractility of the parts : 
Delamotte, &c. You see, then, how neces- : strong pressure may have the effect of al- 
ary itis to distinguish the first two species lowing the introduction of air into the cavity, 
of this affection from the last, which is so >and the subsequent deterioration of its con- 


dangerous, ‘tents.—Prov. Med. and Surg. Journ. 


Various opinions have been given on the 
treatment of axillary abscess. Some authors SKETCHES AND ILLUSTRATIONS 


advise us to open them as soon as possible ; OF MEDICAL DELUSIONS. 

others are of a diametrically opposite opinion: Medical Quackery.—It would produce « 
but this point must be decided by the nature singular and humiliating effect were we to 
of the case; one is right, if the abscess be make a list of the names of the medical gen- 
confined to the glands; the former correct, ’tlemen who have attained to the greatest 
when the matter is seated in the depth of the ‘eminence and emoluments in medical prac- 
axilla; my own opinion is, that we should ; tice in modern times, together with what 
give an early discharge to the matter in all these practitioners have severally done tv 
cases of axillary abscess, except those affect- denote superior attainments in medical sci- 
ing the glands. The contrary practice is ence. ‘Twenty years ago, the names ot 
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Haxrorp and of Warren were those most ‘to affirm, always follow in the wake of the 
in that kind of honour generally and quaintly just, modest, and truthful display of sound 
called yogue. Have those worthies left any- science and skill, without any of those buf. 
thing behind them, either in the form of fooneries to which so many have owed q 
publication, or in history, to testify to their success of a more equivocal kind. Bartz; 
great attainments % Can anything be more was neither bear nor monkey, and he sy. 
superficial or flimsy than the pseudo-medical ceeded in a better and more elevated sense 
essays of the one, or the single medical pa- than his compeers of that day; and what js 
per of the other? If these specimens be far more, he has left behind him a good 
taken as the test of their medical attain- fame, and an example worthy of imitation to 
ments, we are forced to the conclusion that all subsequent aspirants for medical emi. 
these attainments must have been of the nence. And his success depended on a 


most shallow order. simple but just diagnosis of the disease, and 
What, then, was the source of their suc- , the simple and just display of this science in 
cess ? his plain explanations to the patient or his 


It was said of these physicians of that day, friends. It was the triumph of science, of 
that the one was the monkey, the other was truth, over that form of quackery which we 
the bear; that the former won his way by» will call chicanery, and over those weak. 
fawning and flattery, the other, by his very nesses, follies, and wickednesses, set forth 
brusqueries and rudenesses. in the success of the cheating and the cheated 

Persons of a higher order in medical at- in all the province of dupedom. 
tainments have attained success by artifices, We do not mean to say that the triumph 
of a different kind. Great gravity of de-. of science and truth is ever so flashy as that 
meanour, marked eccentricity in its various of trick or chicanery ; for few who practise 
kinds, epigram, worldly tact, have each and. as Bainuie and JENNeER practised, will build 
all had their immediate effects, and have all either cities or palaces; but they leave an 
tended to degrade the profession of medicine. honest name, and they raise the true temple 
Trickery, a confident tone, assumption, pre- of medical science, in which alone the art 
tension, canting, manner, even person,—all ‘can issue, for the mitigation of pain and of 
have had their influence. But most of all, suffering—an object far different from that 
the presumptuous quack, who will say, ina, of pampering a morbid and selfish appetite 
manner either express or implied, ‘t You. fur popularity and wealth. With what ex- 
will get well;’’ ‘‘I can cure you;’’ will, ultation do we dwell on the perennial virtues 
succeed before the honest, truth-telling, and ‘of such a character as WELLS, however un- 
modest physician, whatever his science and . rewarded, compared with those of a thousand 
attainments may be. , moneyed tricksters. 

There is something, too, very taking in; Many and various have been the devices 
mystery; witness the history of mesmerism ; for attaining public notice, besides those we 
and homaopathy ; and there is something (have mentioned; and much as we are dis- 
piquant in gainbling, witness that thing of ,posed to grumble about the decadence of 
power and danger, hydropathy. ‘There is , medical science in some respects, we are 
much in the power of a name to seize on {compelled to admit that some progress has 
feeble minds, such as the ‘ wasser-kur,” ‘been made since medical success depended 
the ‘‘cure des raisins.” There is much in -ona gay carriage, a gold-headed cane, frills 
novelty, even down to mustard-seed, or (and ruffles, or a well-trimmed wig. ‘The 
brandy-and-salt. Some are to be caught like last of this race (the gold-headed vane is 
silly flies in a spider's web; others, like {locked up in a corner of the College of Phy- 


4 


~ . 


ferm, require meshes of some strength. Ex- -sicians) was the late Dr. Hamiuton, of Ed- 
treines meet here. The nothingness of }inburgh, more deservedly known by his 
homaopathy, and the risks of hydropathy, > useful work on purgative medicines; a 
equally suit persons of different casts of }cocked hat and gloveless hands were his 
mind. Next to this come superstition; the ; peculiarities. One gentleman, a living octo- 
royal touch; the stroke of a dead man’s} genarian, and famous, in former days of 
hand ; amulets, galvanic rings; all that ex- Japothecary-craft for his draughts and pill- 
cites expectation. boxes, is distinguished by the tight garments 
Nevertheless, there is a legitimate medi- $ which encase his nether limbs. Another is 
cine ; and legitimate success will, we venture ; known far off by enormity of frill, projecting 
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ke the jib-sail of a yacht, well filled by a ‘titillations and shampooings the noble earl 
isk breeze. A third is cognizable by his | has received much bodily invigoration. Lord 


well-blacked hessians, famous as those of 


vy and Martin, when cats and cocks 
»yoht with shadows in jet, the great tassels 
{his boots and his Malacca moving in triple 


Rosert Grosvenor and the Earl of Winton 
run the gauntlet of common sense another 
, way, and patronize the Hommopathic Dis- 
pensary in Hanover-square. ‘The quacks 


ome to his sturdy walk. But these tricks of | have not had the assurance as yet to start, 


he outer garment are fast fading away, and, 
cently, some eccentricity of saying or doing 


but only to propose, a hydropathic hospital ; 
; we may, however, daily expect a newspaper 


jas taken its place. Who has not heard of prospectus fur dispensing the water-death 


‘ye ridiculous and the profession-degrading | 


ok of that quack of the first water, who, 
when a lady-patient imagined or pretended 


hat she could not walk, drove her a few: 


miles out in his carriage, coaxed her to 
aight, and left her in the middle of the road, 
» scramble home to her hotel as she best 
ould? And even this low mountebank suc- 
eeded wonderfully. A more common mode 
{ success is to write a book for the express 
ourpose, (no matter how flimsily,) on nervous 


orders, or On consumption, or on diseases : 


{ women attended by discharges, or on 
«me branch of domestic medicine. The 
wok must be well—we mean continually 
ud fur a long time—advertised in The 
Times; and by way of blind, and to obtain 
islight degree of medical sanction, some 
advertisements should be sent to THe 
laxcer. These advertisements are the 
ue-and-red lights of this part of the pro- 
ein. By such means we have known 
wena baronetcy obtained. 


ons and ladies, and hydropathy, to suit the 
nore adventurous, are more effective than a 
rewremedy. Nothing is too great or too 
we, too violent or too silly. Mesmerism, 
cmerpathy, St Joun Lone—anything, 
“etyiiiig, finds senseless advocates. We 
understand, the defender of Exits, the lace- 
wealer, on his trial for manslaughter by the 
water death, had just returned from sitting 
‘id dvuching at the ‘‘ groves of Petersham,’ 
"ha new version of the ‘‘ Groves of Blar- 
‘ey.’ Lawyers are a notorious prey of 
acks; even judges are infected, and the 
‘Ygeist boldly claims the late Justice ‘Tinpar 
Saparizan Surely, the noble and gentle 
“every silly and very simple. Earl Ducte, 
id Lord Morrern, a cabinet minister, be- 
“me the patrons of a mesmeric infirmary ; 
“€lormer, it is said, has a female mesmerist 
“the Oxey school, from whose diurnal 


gratuitously to the poor. No sooner does 
Sir Francis Burpett, the patron of a thou- 
, sand quacks, with a kind of poetical justice, 
_ get killed by hydropathy, than another baro- 
‘net, Sir E. B. Lyrron, steps to the aqueous 
leadership. Are these lords and gentlemen 
‘ Malthusians in disguise, aiming at nothing 
‘less than our redundant population? We 
have often thought how these three illus- 
.trious quack-leaders, Morrern, Ducie and 
‘ Lyrron, must laugh at each other. * 


* * 


A rich source of practice exists in regard 


to the sexual function, both in men and 
-women. ‘This department is in the hands of 

some low and vile miscreants; but we fear 
_ the speculum vagina, like the rectum bougie, 

_is needlessly used by some who carry a fair 

reputation. Nowhere is it so necessary, as 

in this instance, to draw an unmistakable 
line of demarcation between the upright 
medical man and the loathsome harpies who 

‘trade in impotence and pollution.— Lancet, 
Aug. |, 1846. 

A new remedy, or rather, a new drug, has : 
mide aman’s fortune. Unfortunately, the } 
iapiiia was short-lived. A new system } 
ies better: homeopathy, to inveigle silly | 
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Health of the Army on the Rio Grande.— 


We learn from our friends who have just 
returned, and by letters from the army, that 
the volunteers are suffering greatly from 
diarrliea and dysentery, arising from bad 
water, bad weather, and diet, to which they 
are unaccustomed. ‘The chief sufferers are 
the regiments from Tennessee, Indiana, and 
other States in that region. ‘This is not to 
be wondered at, as the change of climate 
and mode of living, are so marked — It will 
be very fortunate if the campaign does not 
prove disastr.us from sickness. No serious 
mischef seems to be apprehended from 
Mexican bullets or bayonets. The volun- 
teer regiments now on the southern banks 
of the Rio Grande, from the States of Ohio, 
Illinois, Indiana, ‘Tennessee, Mississippi and 
Alabama, are composed, in a great measure, 
of the flower of our youth, who have been 
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suddenly ushered into a climate and service 
to which they are altogether unaccustomed. 
—New Orleans Med. and Surg. Journal, 
Sept., 1846. 


Medical School at Buffalo.—A charter for 
a University at Buffalo has been granted by 


the Legislature of New York, and the medi- ° 


cal department has been fully organized. ‘The 
following constitute the faculty : Chemistry 
and Pharm., J. Haviex, M.D; Physiology 
and Med. Jurisp., C. B. Coventry, M.D.; 
Gen. and Spec. Anat., James Wester, M. 
D.; Path. and Mat. Med., C. A. Lee, M. 
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it. On the following day he was admitte; 
into the hospital, in a state of univers; 
cedema, and his urine loaded with albumen 
He was shortly afterwards attacked by ¢»;. 
leptic paroxysms, which followed each other 
in rapid succession; during one of these th: 
man died a few days after his admission 
On examining the body there was foung 
some serous infiltration into the sub-arach. 
noid tissue ; and the kidneys were Joaded 


_ with blood.—Gaz. des Hép., May 9, 1849. 


Neer 


D.; Prine. and Pract. Surgery and Clin. } 


Surgery, F. H. Hamitton, M. D.; Obstet. 
and Diseases of Women and Children, J.P. 
White, M.D.; Princip. and Pract. Med. 
and Clin. Med., A. Fuxt, M.D. The 


first course will commence in the latter part ’ 
‘to both pus and air; a fistula, which closed 
and again opened at different times, persisted 


of February, 1847. 

East Tennessee Medical Society.—This 
association held its second meeting on the 
7th May last. A resolution was adopted re- 
quiring the secretary to correspond with the 
State Societies in relation to the propriety 
of petitioning the Legislature to regulate by 
law the practice of medicine. ‘The second 
annual meeting will be held at Jonesborough 
on the first Thursday in May, 1847. 


solutions adopted by the National Medical 
Convention, declares ‘‘that it is desirable 
that young men before being received as 
students of medicine, should have acquired 
a suitable preliminary education.’’ The 
committee appointed under this resolution, 
to report on the standard of acquirements, 


Tuberculous Abscess of the Lungs opening 
externally.—M. Forcer, of Strasbure, read 
at the Academy of Medicine in Paris, the 
details of a patient affected with pulmonary 
phthisis, in whom there was developed on 
one side of the chest a fluctuating tumor, 
with emphysematous crepitation. This ty. 
mour opened spontaneously, and gave ex’: 


to the death of the patient, which was accele- 


‘rated by the appearance of a pleuritic effu- 


sion occupying the entire thoracic cavity. 
At the autopsy, a tuberculous caries of the 
seventh and eighth ribs, corresponding 
the abscess, and a fistulous opening establisi- 
ing a communication between the exterior 


of the chest, and the interior of the lung 


»appeared. Tubercles existed in the lungs, 
‘ and liquid and false membranes in the pleura. 
Preliminary Education.—One of the re- : 


M. Velpeau observed to M. Forget, who 
believed this case unique, that he possessed 
himself six analogous to it, two of which 
were even still more curious, for the fistuls 


‘opened on the lateral parietes of the neck. 


are busily engaged on the subject, and > 


would be pleased to receive from Professors 
in the different Medical Schools and private 
teachers, their views in relation thereto. 


J. Covrer, Newcastle, Del. 
FOREIGN INTELLIGENCR, 
case of what may be termed inflammatory 


dropsy lately occurred in the wards of M. 
Champouillon, and affords a striking illus- 


below the ear. 

M. Blandin related likewise three facts 
similar to that of M. Forget. He spoke 0! 
tuberculous abscesses communicating wi!) 


the lung, which he had opened in the prac- 


tice of Messrs. L’Herminier, Honoré, Ros- 


tan.—Gaz. Méd. Chir., No. 1, 1846, p. °: 
Communications should be addressed to Dr. ! 


. * d 4 
Importance of accuracy in Diagnosis.—* 


‘ease is mentioned by M. Rostan, which 2: 


, fords a good example of how much the rig! 
Effect of Cold in inducing Dropsy.—A ‘ 


tration of the effects of cold in producing ‘ 


this form of disease. 
viously healthy man, whilst in a state of 
perspiration, washed his face, arms, and legs, 
in cold water, and also drank a quantity of 


A young and pre- | 


treatment of a disease depends on a method: 
cally conducted examination into all the po” 
ticulars likely to bear on the affection. A 
female became the subject of an obstinat’ 
constipation. The first medical man who 
saw her suspected the existence of 80m 


. ° e . he 
_inflammatory aflection, and prescribed th 


application of leeches. No beneficial effec’: 
resulting from this plan of treatment, ® 
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her physician was consulted, who ordered 
ourgatives: these, however, produced only 
i nporary relief, and a third medical man 
«ysaccordingly summoned. He went more 
sethodically to work in his endeavour to 
od out the real cause of the complaint; he 
samined the abdomen, and found an ovarian 
nour, Which was compressing the rectum, 
wd so mechanically caused constipation. 
The position of the patient in bed was 
Jered so as to relieve the rectum from 
vessure, and the bowels at once acted.— 
uz. des Hopitauz, April 18, 1846. 
Treatment of Hydrocele by Alcoholic Fo- 
nentations.—Dr. Piernpnoux, of Nismes, 
relates the following case:—A_ wine-mer- 
thant of Nismes had been affected for a 
considerable time with a considerable hydro- 
cele on the left side of the scrotum, and for 
private reasons requested a palliative treat- 
ment. A puncture was made on the llth 
October, 1844, and more than a pint (demi- 
litre) of water drawn off. Nine months atier 
second puncture, simply to evacuate the 
lid, was made. It then occurred to the 
patient to envelop the scrotum with a large 
compress, doubled four times, and steeped 
u alcohol of 30 degrees. This application, 
ept in its place by a suspensory bandage, 
was renewed every evening. ‘The first 
dict Was to produce great contraction of 
te scrotum. A slight sensation of cold 
uly Was experienced, which remained some 
minutes. ‘These fomentations were con- 


eo 


‘inued forty days, and the patient was com- , 


uetely freed from his hydrocele, which has 
‘ot returned during eighteen months. 

Having observed this fact, M. Pleindoux ° 
repeated “the application on the first occasion 
waich presented itself, and has now done so 
our times successfully.—Monthly Journal 
‘led. Sci., June, 1846, from Encyclographie 
Mid, April, 1846. 

Inhumation of Living Individuals sup- 
wosed to be Dead.—According to an official 


‘atistical account, the number of premature | 


‘Merments, interrupted by fortuitous circum- 
‘ances alone, have amounted, in France, 
“ace 133, to 94. Of this number, 85 per- 


“ns have awoke from lethargy themselves, | 


atthe moment when the funeral ceremonies 


Were about to commence; 13 have been 


vale . 
awaked under the excitement of means prac- 


used by the tenderness of the friends; 6 in 


“onsequence of the fall of the coffin in which | 
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they were confined; 9 owe their recovery to 
punctures made in the body on attaching the 
grave-clothes ; 5 to the feeling of suffocation 
they experienced in the coflin; 19 to the 
accidental delay of the burial; 6 to volun- 
tary delay, caused by doubts of death.—Jb, 

Obliteration of the C2sophagus. — Prof. 
Levy, of Copenhagen, relates two cases of 
this malformation, in the Neue Zeitschrift 
Sur Geburtskunde. The first case was that 
of an infant, apparently healthy when born, 
but which was unable to suck, and rejected 
everything that was administered to it. The 
day after birth a catheter was introduced 
into the w@sophagus, but was arrested at a 
depth of about four inches. Milk injected 
through the catheter was immediately re- 
turned by the nose and mouth, producing 
symptoms of suffocation. Closure of the 
cesophagus was accordingly diagnosticated, 
and some broth was injected into the rectum. 
At the period of its birth, the infant weighed 
six pounds and a half; forty-six hours after- 
wards it only weighed five pounds and a half; 
fifty-eight hours after, it weighed five pounds 
and a quarter; seventy hours after birth, it 
weighed five pounds and an eighth; eighty- 
two hours after, five pounds. The infant 
died eighty-three hours after birth. The 
child lost, therefore, during four days, one 
pound and a half in weight, half-a-pound 
being the loss during the last two days. 
The urine and feces presented a natural 
appearance; they were passed at long inter- 
vals, and scarcely exceeded the weight of 
the broth injected. On post-mortem exami- 


"nation, the upper portion of the a@sophagus 


was found to terminate in a cul-de-sac, in 
which the catheter introduced by the mouth, 
was arrested. This sac was about an inch 
long, and twice the size of an ordinary «so- 
phagus. The structure of the muscular fibres 
presented nothing abnormal, except that they 
converged towards the truncated extremity 
of the tube. The inferior portion of the 


‘cesophagus was connected with the trachea 


and larynx; so that a catheter introduced 
through an incision in the cardiac extremity 
of the stomach, passed easily through the 


‘trachea and larynx into the mouth. The 


communication between the trachea and the 
cesophagus took place about a line below the 
bifurcation of the trachea, and was formed 
by an oval opening, three lines long and one 
line wide. The posterior wall of the air-duct 
and the respiratory mucous membrane were 
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continuous with those of the digestive canal. ‘ vial soil of the first quality, so as to rende- 
In the second case, the fetus was born be-. it suitable for all natural productions. This 
fore the full period of gestation, and died: year 300 hectares have been converted into 
immediately after birth. In this case, Pro- | rice grounds, an example which will doy. 
fessor Levy found, besides several malforma- less be promptly followed.—Jb, 
tions in the region of the pelvis, that the: _ 
upper part of the @sophagus terminated in’ Embalming Plants.—A Swedish botanis: 
a cul-de-sac, and that the lower communi- asserts that he has discovered a method 0; 
cated with the right bronchus. The com-: embalming plants, He has imparted his 
munication of the tube with the trachea dif-. discovery to the Academy of Stockholm. 
fered from that in the former case, inasmuch ‘ and has sent there a rose-tea plant which he 
as the esophagus contained some cartilagi- ‘embalmed by this process in 1844, and 
nous rings in a part of its extent. With the‘ which is still in a perfect state of preserva. 
exception of the case of Martin, republished tion.—Jb., Aug. 22, 1846. 
in the pathological anatomy of M. Andral, “ 
Professor Levy has never seen any other, Sporadic Cholera in London and Paris — 
examples of this malformation than those’ {t appears from the late journals that sporadic 
just related. These cases support the opin- cholera has prevailed during the past summer 
ion of those who regard monstrosities as to a very great extent in London and Paris, 
arrests of development.—Med. Times, Aug. , According to the Gazette Médicale (August 
8, 1846. , 15th) two forms of cholera have occurred in 
_ Paris—one characterized by great mildness 
Albuminous Nephritis in Pregnant Wo- and the other by great severity in the symp- 
men.—This subject has been the object of toms. In all instances diarrhcea has for seve- 
the particular study of Dr. Cahen, late iz- ral days preceded the attack. No case has, 
terne of the Parisian hospitals. The follow-. it is said, proved fatal. 
ing is the result of his experience :—In preg- ‘ _— 
nant, but healthy women the urine is never Singular Epidemic in France.—A singular 
albuminous; it should be tested with the epidemic disease has lately shown itself in 
greatest care where the patient complains of the valley of the Isére, from Dauphiny to 
unusual lumbar pains, &c., when the lower. the Tarentaise. It is of a febrile character ; 
extremities or the face are the seat of any: its attacks are very sudden, and are indicated 
adema. Pregnancy seems to favour the‘ by pain in the region of the kidneys, head- 
production of albuminuria; and this compli-° ache, nausea, and vomiting. Although its 
cation is a frequent cause of premature de-. course is mild, and there is no instance as 
livery, and of convulsions. Indeed Dr. Ca-< yet of its having proved fatal, yet the conse- 
hen asserts that he never met, in any case,’ quences have been serious, inasmuch as : 
with albuminous urine during pregnancy, ° has attacked large numbers of the labouring 
without the discovery being followed by one ‘ population at a time when their services were 
or the other of the accidents above men-? urgently required for the harvest. Ata vil- 
tioned. After confinement the urine gene- ‘ lage in the district of Molettes this fever has 
rally returns rapidly to a healthy condition; ‘attacked 160 out of 400 inhabitants.—Lond. 
the anatomical alterations observed, after’ Med. Gaz., Aug. 21, 1846. 
death from convulsions, all belong to those | — 
attributed to granular kidney. The best? Obituary Record.—Died, in London, Avg 
treatment consists in venesection.—Jbid., ‘ 6th, of an attack of cholera, Joun Bostock. 
Aug. 29, 1846, /M.D.,F.R.S., at the age of 73. He was wel! 
wa ‘known in this country by his valuable Ele- 
Cultivation of Rice-—There has been re-‘ ments of Physiology and other writings. 
cently made in the environs of Arles an} —, in Paris, ip the 36th year of his age, 
experiment in vegetable chemistry of the} Dr. Tursert, the inventor of very beautiful 
greatest interest. The cultivation of rice’ artificial anatomical and pathological models 
has been tried on the lands salted by the’ in relief. 
mouths of the Rhone, and has perfectly suc-; ——=, in London, Aug. 13th, Georst 
ceeded. This eminently productive culture} LANGsTAFF, Esq. 
has, besides, the advantage of taking the) ——, Dr. Gasre, physician-in-chief to the 
salt entirely from the soil, which is an allu- ! French in Africa. 
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